Falling between the cracks: oral health survey of school children ages five to thirteen having limited access to dental services.
A study of 367 Indianapolis school children ages five to thirteen revealed that there are a significant number of children in our society who suffer from untreated dental caries and gingivitis, chiefly because of insurmountable financial barriers. Their poor socioeconomic status makes them eligible for free lunch at school, but their family incomes are not low enough to permit them to receive the benefits of Medicaid coverage. The following conclusions can be made. Children falling into category 2 (i.e., those who get free lunch at school, but do not receive financial aid) are "falling between the cracks." These children have the highest caries and gingivitis scores as compared with the rest of the examined children. Category 2 children have more caries and gingivitis, and fewer filled teeth than children in category 1 whose parents' incomes are even lower, thereby allowing them to receive Medicaid coverage. These findings provide justification for including category 2 children with Medicaid coverage. There is a great need for organized oral health preventive and educational programs targeted at category 2 children.